A local football coach, after completing a very successful season, was going to lose a lot of players from that season. When I asked him if next year was going to be a rebuilding year, he said, “No. We don’t rebuild. We re-load.”

That’s what August is for here at the Rock Falls Chamber of Commerce. August is a time for planning, for the most part, the remainder of the year.

We have several projects and presentations coming up. On Aug. 3 we are planning a Human Resources Workshop with our summer intern, Kara Gibson, acting as the facilitator. Then, in September, we will again sponsor our Fall City Wide Garage Sale. Watch the Gazette for upcoming news releases.

Planning has already begun for this year’s annual Hometown Holidays, a full four months before the event. Hometown Holidays remains the Chamber’s largest event and we have to start very early in making sure of its success. We’re pleased to have Suzy Perino from Sauk Valley Bank and Joan Hermes from CGH Medical Center act as co-chairs for this year’s event.
We are also re-working how we stay in contact with our members. Bethany Bland, our membership and events coordinator, has developed a program that involves our Ambassador Club members and having more contact with our general membership. It’s a way of staying in contact with our members on a more personal basis..

The Chamber is also looking for a part time receptionist with bookkeeping skills. This position is open immediately and if you, or anyone you know, has an interest, please contact Bethany at bland@rockfallschamber.com.

The Rock Falls Chamber Board of Directors is currently reviewing committees including the Ambassador Club and Community Improvement to make sure they match our bylaws. More on this in the future.

We also just completed another successful Summer Cookout, our sixth annual event.

This year’s cookout featured the always popular alligator brats (which we sold out) along with buffalo and elk burgers, pork chop sandwiches, brats and hot dogs. The cookout also featured its antique tractor and small engine show.

But this year, the committee added a beer garden with live music on Friday and Saturday nights. This year was the first time the cookout expanded to include Friday to make it a three-day weekend.

Like the Chamber, this event is constantly changing and evolving. We will continue to look for the different rather than the same. And most importantly, we want your feedback. We need to know what’s on your mind and what we can do to make this event even more popular. Please contact me If you have suggestions.
Finally, many thanks to so many businesses, clubs and volunteers who helped make this year’s Summer Cookout a success.

To our sponsors, Johnson Oil Company, Ashford University, T6, Sauk Valley Bank, CGH Medical Center, Freedom Bank, Sterling Chevrolet, Imprintable Memories, Radio Ranch, Charleston Sales & Rentals, Lake View Country Club, Loescher Heating & Air Conditioning, Peabudy’s and Pete Harkness Auto Group. Huge thanks to Jeff Bright for the use, again, of his RV center. And to the Rock Falls Optimist Club and the excellent support they lend to the beer garden; to Terry Hadaway, chair of the antique tractor division; to our excellent Ambassadors and Board of Directors who participated in grilling; and especially to Professional Cleaners and owner Larry Karn for his never ending work and for always being there for us;
to the City of Rock Falls, the mayor and council for allowing the beer garden, to Dick Simon of the Electric Department for all of his help and his employees, Rock Falls Police Department for being present but not intrusive and also the Street Department; to Engle Electric, Ekquist Trailer Sales, Deer Valley Country Club and DeKalb Feeds for the use of their grills. And the great help we received from Tim Nelson and the Newman football team in helping with the tables.

To us, you are all heroes.
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